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Editorial

Why The Title Point North?
Once  a  year  we  print  our  mission 

statement as we will in the next issue, however 
we recently have been asked to explain the titles 
Point  North  †  Outreach and  Point  North  † 
Tidings.   We have only done this a few times, 
but  it  occurred  to  us  that  we  should  not  only 
answer  that  question,  but  also  give  a  brief 
history about how this mission came about.

The title  Point North  †Outreach  is older 
than the one for this publication and goes back 
to 2001.   A group of us had been involved in 
putting  on  media  conventions  for  26  years. 
During that time we had as guests media stars, 
authors and artists.  We ran workshops in drama, 
writing, screen writing, art, comic art and other 
topics.  We  also  had  panels,  individual 
presentations  by  guests,  autograph  tables  for 
guests,  memorabilia  sales,  musical  programs, 
film festivals and a banquet.  Though the work 
load  for  organizers  was  heavy,  we  frankly 
wanted  more.  Most  of  our  guests  were 
Christians  and  our  Sunday  morning  chapel 
programs  were  very  popular,  a  highlight  for 
many of  us.   We felt  spirit  led  to  change  our 
emphasis.

Point  North  †  Outreach  began  as  a 
convention program with the emphasis to share 
our  faith  with  others.   It  had  the  same 
programming as described above only this time 
with recruited guests who were strong Christians 
and willing to share their faith. The event was 
interdenominational.  We did not want this to be 
a  convention  where  we  would  be  preaching 
strictly to the choir. The idea was to reach out to 
those who were not aware that Christianity is not 
a religion. It is a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
We  recognized  the  importance  of  film  and 
television to get the message out.  It was said, 
but we cannot verify as a fact, that we were the 
very first  in the nation to have a program like 
this.  In this effort there was  early support and 
advice  from  many  Christian  friends  in  the 
media.   Also help and advice from both local 
and national Christian leaders.

Ah,  but  what  to  name  ourselves, 
especially  for  corporation  purposes.   It  was 
former  Classic  Star  Trek  actress  Grace  Lee 
Whitney who came up with the title.  Her son is 

a public school teacher in California and had a 
Christian  band  titled  Point  North.   The  idea 
came  from  the  fact  that  the  North  Star  has 
always  had  a  special  meaning  for  many 
Christians.  Christians  from  the  earliest 
missionaries, described in Acts, considered it a 
Heavenly sign from God to find their way.  In 
American history we know that escaped slaves 
used the North Star to guide them to freedom. 
So the first use of the name was for a series of 
Christian media conventions.     

There were  four such events, however in 
2003 we turned what was a small bulletin into 
this publication. Frankly,  the work required for 
a successful convention can be too much, thirty 
years  of doing this  convinced us  we needed a 
new direction.   We learned that we could reach 
more people by concentrating on this publication 
to support Christian and family film makers and 
stars.  In  our  staff  list  you  will  note  an 
outstanding group of  people  who serve as our 
directors,  advisory  board  and  staff,  all 
volunteers.  This is a not for profit organization, 
though not non profit as advised.  

We are happy to answer this question as it 
gives us an opportunity to provide you with a bit 
of  history  on  how  this  ministry  got  started. 
There is more including a couple miracles, but 
that story will be saved for another time.  It must 
be added that we have heard from folks wanting 
us to do another convention.  There are no plans 
for that, however knowing how God can surprise 
us we dare not say never. 
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Leaving Limbo

A beautiful message 
 in a beautiful film

    When we had  the  opportunity of  screening  
this film, we also used it before test groups and  
not  only  was  it  loved,  but  viewers  wanted  to  
know more about Sandy Boikian and how this  
came about.  So we contacted her immediately  
with some questions.
   
Ed.:  What motivated you to tell this story?
Sandy:  I  had  two  completely  separate  ideas 
popping around in my head for the longest time. 
One was to tell a dramatic story about letting go 
of the pain of guilt  and forgiving yourself and 
others. The other was for a quirky tale that dealt 
with  “time  travel  from the  eighties  to  present 
day” (which was 2008 at that time), because I 
was  amazed  at  how  much  technology  had 
advanced in only twenty years and thought, “If 
someone  was  transported  from the  eighties  to 
right  now, they would feel  like they landed in 
another  world.”  I  wasn’t  keen  on  writing  a 
science  fiction  fantasy  because  I  wanted  the 
audience to take it seriously, so time travel was 
out.

       Then I read an article – a true story – about 
a woman who came out of a twenty-year coma. 
And I had a Eureka moment. The two separate 
project  ideas  merged into one story.  The main 
character,  Monica,  travels  through  time  by 
sleeping  away  the  years,  and  the  guilt  and 
forgiveness  part  of  the  story  comes  from  the 
character, Wallace, who was responsible for the 
accident that put  Monica in the coma. Monica 
needs to  forgive him,  and he needs to forgive 
himself  and  give  his  guilt  over  to  God.  That 
turned into the play, My Wonderful Coma, and it 
was first produced in 2008.

Ed.:  What caused you to make the transition 
to film?
Sandy:  Throughout  the  run  of  the  stage 
production,  audiences  strongly  identified  with 
the themes in the play and said, “This needs to 
be  made  into a  film to  reach more  people.”  I 
appreciated their passionate response, but film-
making was way off my radar. How would that 
even be possible? I never went to film school. I 
didn’t have any industry connections. And I was 
very  content  running  a  Christian  theater 
company.  I  continued directing plays,  but  over 
the next two years, My Wonderful Coma  stayed 
close in my heart. I even saw scenes in my mind 
playing out on the “big screen.” That’s when I 
knew God wasn’t  finished with  it.  He  opened 
doors  to  move  forward  to  make  the  film. 
Everything happened pretty quickly after that.  I 
learned  about  film-making  on  the  set  as  I 
directed Leaving Limbo.

Ed.:  You  obviously  have  a  well  trained 
background  and  you  are  a  person  of  faith. 
What can you tell us about that?
Sandy:  My dream growing up was to work in 
theater.  But  when I  was in my early twenties, 
Jesus  saved  me  and  swept  me  off  my  feet.  I 
wanted  to  serve  Him  with  all  my  heart.  My 
church at the time didn’t have a drama troupe, 
and I didn’t even know Christian theater existed, 
so that dream went by the wayside. But I really 
didn’t  mind  because  all  I  wanted  was  to  do 
God’s will.
    Then Christian friends began inviting me to 
church  plays.  These  plays  were  very  poorly 
done, and it really saddened me to think about 
all  the  great  works  I  had  been  involved  with 
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during  my  “pre-Christian”  life.  I  didn’t 
understand  why plays  produced for  God  were 
not as well done as secular plays, or better. So I 
started  writing  inspirational  plays  using  my 
knowledge and training for solid storytelling that 
isn’t  manipulative  or  full  of  stereotypes.  The 
Lord  restored  my  passion  for  theater,  and  it 
became clear that  He had given me the desire 
and the dream from the beginning. None of my 
training would be wasted. He would use it  for 
His glory.

Mandy Brown as Monica Wyatt being cared 
for by  Nurse Rosa (Violet Mathieson) as she 
slumbered for nineteen years.

Ed.:  Is  there  information  you  can  give  us 
about any of the stars?
Sandy: I believe every actor was handpicked by 
God for their role. Mandy Brown played Monica 
in the original stage production of My Wonderful  
Coma.  That’s where I met her. I had never met 
any  of  the  other  actors  before  they  came  to 
audition  for  the  film.  Every  one  of  them has 
such  a  gift.  I  hope  the  film  will  bring  them 
exposure. I’d like to see them working more.
        It truly was a labor of love for the entire  
cast  and  crew.  The  cinematographer,  Emmett 
Loverde,  and the editor,  Jim Westrick,  worked 
hard and taught me so much. We had virtually 
no budget, but that didn’t stop them from giving 
their all. On most days Emmett was a one-man 
band  with  no  gaffer,  grip,  or  assistant 
cameraman. But he made it work. Because we 
were always fighting the clock to make our day, 
there  were  a  lot  of  shots  that  we  didn’t  get. 
Nevertheless,  Jim  worked  his  magic  in  the 
editing room so that those missed shots turned 
out to be unnecessary. 

Ed.: And now we'll tell our readers about the 
film.

       As we grow older we often think back to 
periods  in  our  lives  and  wonder  “whatever 
happened to those years?”  Imagine if you were 
a promising young girl  just out of high school 
and you suffer a horrendous accident that puts 
you in a coma for nineteen years.  This is the 
story of Monica Wyatt in a lovely film, Leaving 
Limbo, who appears to have a great life until a 
careless automobile crash takes away everything 
she has ever known.
          This film from award winning play writer 
Sandy  Boikian  is  one  we  have  to  say  at  the 
offset  is  not  to  be  missed.   First  we  have  to 
highlight the acting of Mandy Brown who is in 
practically every scene of the film having to run 
through the gamut of more emotions than most 
professionals do in a series of motion pictures. 
Mandy is a tour de force as she goes from scene 
to  scene  trying  to  adapt  to  a  greatly  changed 
world  and  the  fact  her  fiancee'  Ben  Hudson 
(Elias Cecil), who was also in the accident, has 
since married, has had a son and is now divorced 
with some bitterness.  

Many  Brown  as  Monica  Wyatt  and  Elias 
Cecil as Ben Hudson are reconnected at their 
20th high school reunion.

          It is little wonder that Monica questions a 
God who would let this happen to her and there 
are  times  when  she  rages  against  the 
circumstances she is faced with.  Her father Jack 
Wyatt (David Fruechting) on the other hand has 
not  only  made  his  peace  with  God,  he  is 
embarked on an important mission of caring for 
others.   Their  contrast  is  important  to the plot 
and  there  are  interesting  short  segments  when 
Jack  and  Monica’s  niece  (Lauren  K. 
Montgomery) have Bible studies with Monica as 
a listener who feels things are being deliberately 
aimed at her.
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Monica with her dad Jack Wyatt played by 
David Fruechting who is very key to the story 
and her recovery.

         This is in part a beautiful love story, rather 
Shakespearean  as  you  wonder  if  Monica  and 
Ben will get back together after so many years. 
Like classic plays, there are misunderstandings 
between  the  two,  even  anger  and  resentment 
until  they  discover  secrets  about  the  accident 
they did not know.  There is also a triangle here 
as another in the accident is Monica’s presumed 
best  friend  Tuesday  (Noelle  Perris)  who  adds 
both tension and at times humor.

Best  friend  Tuesday  (Noelle  Perris)  takes 
Monica  (Mandy  Brown)  out  for  a  "grown 
up" night on the town.

   This  is  definitely  a  well  written  film  and 
redemption and forgiveness is a major part of it. 
A great job of acting is given by Wallace (Owen 
Williams) who caused the accident, though he is 
only in four scenes. The young Wallace reminds 
us  of Jim Carrey and nineteen years later he is a 
man overridden by guilt.  He has still managed 
to stay in contact with Monica and their coming 
to terms with each other is a real message for the 
audience.
         It must be added that Sandy Boikian also 
has  an  understanding  of  British  humor  as  for 
lightness  has  added  Nurse  Rosa  (Violet 

Mathieson) who had looked after Monica during 
those nineteen years.  Such writing is not easy to 
carry  off  unless  you  understand  the  genre'. 
Then again it is clear that the writer and director 
clearly has an understanding of all the elements 
that make a good story.
        It may be doing an injustice to refer to this  
as a faith film as it  is clearly one that will  be 
enjoyed  by  everyone  no  matter  what  their 
beliefs.  To some the phrase “faith film” is sadly 
a turn off.  The film is not only well written and 
well  acted,  the  cinematography,  editing  and 
music  are  excellent.  Let  nothing  dissuade  you 
from seeing Leaving Limbo.  It is a film you will 
want to see more than once.

Lisa  Boore  Lambert  (producer),  Emmett 
Loverde  (cinematographer),  David 
Fruechting (Jack),  Mandy  Brown (Monica), 
Sandy Boikian (writer/director), Noelle Perris 
(Tuesday),  Elias  Cecil  (Ben),  Jim  Westrick 
(editor)

      So far the film has received the following  
recognitions:

Best Screenplay nomination at John Paul II  
International Film Festival

Awarded Best Director at HolyWood Film 
Festival New York

Awarded Best Feature Drama at the Mount  
Dora Family Film Festival

Check out the film's official trailer.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=cCBHgxmv5_w
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Seven Deadly Words
A  story   based   upon 
true  events,   the  death 
knell for many a church

     When sitting down to what you think will be 
a  faith  movie  it  is  surprising  to  hear  a 
suspenseful musical chord and see the arrival of 
a train,  a very Alfred Hitchcock opening.  Doc 
Benson,  the  producer,  director,  and  writer  has 
surely  taken  a  hint  from  the  old  master  of 
suspense to give us a different tone for his faith 
film, Seven Deadly Words. Even the title has an 
Agatha Christie ring and it turns what has been 
an old story for many churches into a riveting 
tale that is based upon true events.
     On the surface the story line sounds very 
simple.  A new young  minister,  Evan  Bennett, 
comes to take over an old established church in 
Connersville and finds that the church is in deep 
financial  trouble.  The  leader  of  the  board  of 
deacons,  Vincent  Haman  and  his  wife  Bertha 
have a great  deal of  control  in the church and 
soon we hear that one phrase that his been the 

death knell for anyone with new ideas, “We've 
never  done it  that  way before.” To add to the 
tension in the film Pastor Evan meets a man who 
once  attended  the  church,  Walt  Tannin,  who 
warns  “They'll  be  watching.”  Later  even  the 
pastor's wife, Elena Bennett, is told by so called 
well meaning ladies in regard to the deportment 
of her children, “We'll be watching you, just to 
help  out.”  What  seems  like  a  peaceful 
community is one that is greatly divided.
      There are several meetings shown in the film 
when the pastor must deal with the deacons and 
congregation members in budget concerns. The 
big  issue  is  that  a  misappropriate  amount  of 
money is  going  into  foreign  missions  and  the 
needs of the local church are being ignored. One 
example  is  a  weak  leaky  ceiling  which  will 
prove to be important later. The Haman couple 
have a vested interest as a portion of that money 
is  going  to  support  a  daughter  who  is  a 
missionary.  As  the  pastor  works  to  add  new 
people and to present a budget that would save 
the  church,  there  is  a  whispering  campaign 
against him and his family.  When it looks like 
the pastor might succeed, his own children and 
Walt  Tannin  are  nearly  killed  and  we  find 
ourselves in a real mystery.  The ending of the 
film, we won't be spoilers, has twists and turns 
that will  make the viewer want sequels.  Think 
film noir.
         It is possible that some who see this film 
will think it is promoting an anti foreign mission 
theme,  however  that  is  not  the  point.  It  is 
definitely  a  case  of  setting  priorities  and 
churches also have a responsibility for the needs 
of the local congregation and home missions as 
well.  If  a  church  dies,  then  missions  are  not 
served. There has to be a balance and there has 
to be compromise. For a brief time even Elena 
questions  her  husband  going  against  what 
appears to be a majority. However, Pastor Evan 
believes firmly that “God brought us here for a 
reason.”  He  is  not  there  because  some  of  the 
deacons  wanted  someone  to  preside  over  the 
death  of  a  church.  The  writer  is  reminded  of 
Paul  in  the  opening  of  his  letter  to  Galatians. 
Paul  writes  that  he  is  not  witnessing  to  them 
because some board, some committee made him 
an Apostle. It was Jesus Christ who made Paul 
an Apostle. Pastor Evan Bennett believes he is 
called  by God to  revive  this  particular  church 
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and in time he does gain support. Whether it is 
enough support you will have to see for yourself 
in the film. 
       We freely admit we were not  familiar with 
the  stars  in  this  film and have to  congratulate 
Doc  Benson  and  whoever  did  the  casting  on 
making  some  great  selections.  Roy  Lynam as 
Pastor  Evan  Bennett  and  Guisela  Moro,  who 
portrayed his wife Elena are the perfect choices 
for a couple new on the scene like this and you 
can  believe  their  resolve  to  improve  things 
within the church. Mark A. Ginther, as Vincent 
Haman, brings the right touch to seeming like a 
man who cares about his church and at the same 
time masking a sinister evil. Also very enjoyable 
are Shane Willimon as Brax McCoy and Wayne 
Greeson as Walt Tannin and it must be said that 
having good character actors is as important as 
good leads for a film to succeed. These two plus 
others  could  easily  have  made  names  for 
themselves in old Hollywood.          
     Seven Deadly Words has well  deserved a 
number of awards already and it is a shame that 
more has not been said about it. As this is being 
written it  was learned that this film was at the 
Cannes Film Festival,  something rare for faith 
films. It is a film that will cause a great deal of 
conversation  about  the  needs  in  our  churches 
and  what  our  goals  should  be  to  successfully 
spread the Gospel. While mission support seems 
to be the issue here, it must be remembered that 
mission work starts first in our heart, then goes 
to  our  neighbors  and  community.  We  are 
reminded  of  a  sign  on  the  inside  of  a  small 
Florida Church that reminds members when they 
leave, “You are now entering the mission field.” 
      Doc Benson hopes that this film will be used 
in churches and church conferences. We would 
like  to  see  it  shown  in  Bible  Study  groups, 
churches and schools. Please check out the web 
pages below for more information. And to Doc 
we would say,  thank you for making this very 
important film.
     For  more  information  check  out  the 
following websites.  sevendeadlywords.com and 
facebook.com/sevendeadlywords
        We were fascinated to learn about the many 
awards this film has won and other accolades. 
We  are  listing  them  in  part  here.    Dove 
Foundation Seal of Approval Best Feature Film, 
The  Colony  Film  Festival  2014,  Special 

Selection, Cannes (International  Christian Film 
Festival Panel) 2014, Best Director, GloryReelz 
Film  Festival  2014,  Audience  Choice,  Grand 
Junction Film Festival 2014, FaithFlix Favorite 
Film  (2013),  Best  Director,  Churches  Making 
Movies  Film  Festival  2013,  Best  Supporting 
Actor, Red Dirt International Film Festival 2013, 
Nominated for  Best  Picture,  Churches  Making 
Movies Film Festival 2013, Nominated for Best 
Screenplay,  Churches  Making  Movies  Film 
Festival  2013,  Nominated  for  Best  Actress, 
Churches Making Movies Film Festival 2013.

Roy  Lyman  (Pastor  Evan  Bennett)  confers 
with members of his church, Shane Willimon 
(Brax McCoy) and Trevor (Luke Asher) .

After  viewing  this  film  there  were  a  couple  
questions we had to ask producer Doc Benson.

Ed.: What motivated you to make this film? 

Doc:   In  the  years  I  served  as  a  Pastor  and 
Church  Consultant,  I  saw  my  fair  share  of 
conflicts.  Some of the biggest church conflicts 
invariably  were  born  in  the  midst  of  change. 
People just  don't  seem to handle change,  even 
good change, very well. I thought I would take 
some of  my own experiences as  inspiration to 
create  a  movie  that  hits  this  issue  hard  and 
direct.  

I  know  there  will  be  people  who  will  watch 
SDW  who  are  going  through  or  have  been 
through conflict in their churches. I want them 
to come away thinking "as bad as that situation 
was,  if  they  can  come  out  of  it  victorious  in 
Christ, so can we."  I want this film to become a 
teaching tool to inspire and encourage believers 
to  overcome  adversity  in  a  positive  and 
productive way.
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That's part of the reason I developed the  Seven 
Deadly Words Conference. I come into a church, 
show the  movie  one  night,  and  then  we have 
breakout  sessions  the  next  day  showing  clips 
discussing key points and issues such as internal 
communication, community perception, and the 
role of the pastor's family. This conference helps 
churches  work  through  these  concepts,  often 
times  before  they  become  an  issue  in  that 
church,  and  we  do  it  with  laughter,  love,  and 
respect.  People  walk  away  blessed  and 
encouraged.  Isn't  that  part  of  why  we  have 
church in the first place ? :)

I also firmly believe that  feature film is  a key 
factor in the future of personal  ministry.  I say 
personal  because  of  this...  When  was  the  last 
time you were able to sit down with someone for 
90 minutes and have their undivided attention as 
you conveyed a story and message to them? It 
just  doesn't  happen  anymore.  Our  collective 
attention spans are  getting shorter  and shorter. 
BUT, when a person sits in a theater or turns on 
a movie at home, they stay there, captivated, for 
close to two hours. You have the chance to speak 
to them, one on one during that time. What will 
you  tell  them?  We  know  what  Hollywood  is 
saying during those minutes, and those teachings 
are being reflected in society around us. It's time 
we use that time for a greater good. 

Ed.:  It is obvious from this film that you have 
a great background of faith.  Can you tell us 
about it?

I grew up in a little country church, but it wasn't 
until after college that I started to take my walk 
with the Lord serious. I served in a number of 
church settings first as a volunteer and later as a 
Pastor and church planter, eventually earning a 
Doctorate  in  Ministry  (hence  the  nickname 
"Doc" I  picked up while  serving in  Vermont.) 
While my ordination is with the Celtic Apostolic 
Faith (Celtic Church of Scotland), I have served 
Baptist,  Methodist,  and  independent  churches. 
My wife and I even worked for a time with the 
Salvation Army. 

During my years in ministry, I would often be 
called to act as a "Restart Specialist." I would go 

into a church that was near dead, and attempt to 
revitalize them by examining the gifting, talent, 
and assets of the church and comparing that with 
the  ministry  needs  of  the  surrounding 
community.

It amazed me how many times a church knew it 
was dying,  and yet  still  did not  want  to make 
any  changes  to  internal  practice  or  non-
theological traditions. It's like a dying man who 
refuses a transfusion because he has never been 
stuck  with  a  needle  before.  Long-time  church 
leaders and members just could not understand 
that,  just  because  something  worked  ministry 
wise 5 or even 25 years ago, doesn't mean that's 
what God is calling us to do now. 

The longer we stay out of the purposes of God, 
the greater the dysfunction in ourselves and our 
churches.  Seven  Deadly Words  speaks  to  that 
very issue.

It is obvious this is a film that should be shown  
in  churches,  Bible  Studies  and  church  
conferences as Doc Benson desires.

Of course Groucho was talking about  the Friars 
Club  of  Beverly  Hills.  Our  talk  with  Doc 
Benson made this Jeff Larson cartoon a must to 
run.

Point North † Tidings Volume 11, Number 3 8



Kerri Pomarolli

Tales from a 
Hollywood God Girl - 

What is Joy?
   As I was watching Oprah being interviewed 
in one of  her  more  private  moments,  she was 
asked what she wanted out of life.  She said,“I 
want more joy!”
     I find it funny hearing that because from the 
outside wouldn’t you think someone like Oprah 
Winfrey could have “joy” picked, purified and 
delivered to her door. And of course it would be 
organic!  She’s  so  wealthy  there  is  literally 
nothing  she  can’t  buy.  But  she  doesn’t  have 
enough  joy  and  neither  do  most  of  the 
Hollywood  celebrities  we  spend  our  lives 
obsessing over.
   We’re  all  guilty  to  some  degree  of 
daydreaming  of  the  lifestyles  of  the  rich  and 
famous.  I  mean  who  wouldn’t  want  exotic 
vacations, lavish homes, and staff that cater to 
their every need? I always seem to think these 
people  have  some  secret  to  a  more  contented 
life. They always look so happy and thin, don’t 
forget thin!  And Angelina Jolie has one nanny 
for each child! What mom wouldn’t want that?
      But at the end of the day these “celebs” lay 
their  heads on their  pillow and go to  sleep in 
their beds just like we do. Their sheets may just 
have  a  higher  thread  count.  Here’s  the 
revelation, “They are no happier than we are!” 
I’ll take it a step further and say most of them 
are so caught up in  “the Hollywood machine” 
their anxiety is so high they’re actually unhappy. 
Why  am  I  bursting  your  bubble  about  your 
favorite  stars?  Because I  think  we all  need to 
make some changes in the way we look at pop 
culture. Maybe we have a part to play?
     If  each  one  of  us  took  a  step  back  and 
stopped empowering the media I think we’d be 
better  off.  Do  we  really  need  to  encourage 
programs  called  “Britney  Spears-What  went 
wrong?”  I  know  it’s  tempting.  I  watch  those 
shows like a train wreck…sometimes I just can’t 
look  away.  But  I’m  trying  to  make  myself  a 
promise  not  to  spend  my  time  listening  to 
speculations  about  celebs  trying  to  figure  out 
“who’s the hottest” in 2014.  I really don’t  get 
more joy by living vicariously through perfect 

good  looking  strangers.  I  just  think  I’ve  been 
brainwashed  by  too  much  entertainment  news 
that  I  need  to  know  what’s  going  on  Justin 
Timberlake’s love life. 
     I think it all boils down to the little poem I 
learned in 1st grade: Joy = Jesus, then Others, 
Then Myself. (I don’t think it means reading all 
the tabloids in the supermarket line or at the hair 
salon).
      We as Christians can be known sometimes to 
be the first to judge a sinner for their misconduct 
and trash talk celebrities like we know them and 
their hearts (as if we’re so perfect).  Luke 15:7 
states, “I tell you that in the same way there will 
be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who  do  not  need  to  repent.”  So  instead  of 
joining the ranks of the celebrity worshipers or 
the  people  trying  to  play God,  lets  remember 
these “stars” are people who need some serious 
Jesus  and  our  prayers  can  make  a  difference! 
When I go onto a set or have a big meeting in 
Hollywood,  I  try  to  pray  for  the  person  I’m 
meeting  with  and  ask  God  how  I  can  be  a 
witness  of  God’s  love  and  not  God’s 
condemnation.  That  film  exec  might  have  a 
child that needs healing or a personal situation 
that God will give me just the right words for. 
Maybe I’m the only Christian they’ll ever open 
up to? I know we’re called to be in this world, 
but  we  don’t  have  to  do  things  “the  world’s 
way.” I know it’s hard!
       I’ve been convicted lately because I’ve been 
teaching  my  6  year  old  daughter  the  word 
“inappropriate”  when  it  comes  to  things  she’s 
looking at. I’m a drill sergeant when it comes to 
what  I  allow  her  to  see.  We  were  doing 
pedicures  together  the  other  day  and  I  was 
reading  People magazine.  Lucy kept  grabbing 
every  page  saying,  “MOMMY  this  is 
inappropriate!  Mommy  this  lady  is 
inappropriate,  look  at  her  dress.”  She  finally 
grabbed the magazine and threw it  down. She 
said, “Mommy I think you better put that whole 
magazine away! They need some Jesus!”  Well, 
after  I  got  over  my  embarrassment  of  being 
called out by a 6 year old, the thought that I’m 
raising up the next generation of Godly women 
brought me something great -- JOY! I just have 
to go throw away all my pop culture magazines 
before  Lucy finds  them.  No wonder  my mom 
read "Guideposts!"
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A Heart for Kids with 
Special Needs 

                          Darla Rae 
        We recently were put in contact with film 
maker Darla Rae who has just finished both a 
documentary and a feature film. Though 
different in content, we found in reviewing 
them both that here is a lady with a big heart 
for kids with special needs. We knew 
immediately that we needed to cover them both 
as well as what she is hoping to accomplish.   
 
Magic Moments: 
 Simply Magical, Tearing Down 
Walls, A documentary about making 
dreams come true 
 
    Tidings has run numerous film and TV 
reviews, however to date never one on a 
documentary.  This is a first for us and a good 
one to start with.   
  
       Who has not, at one time or another, thought 
it would be great to perform on the stage, or in a 
film or on TV.  Maybe not everyone, however it 

is safe to assume that this has been the dream of 
many.  Perhaps it was only a momentary thought 
about what it would be like or an overwhelming 
ambition.   If you have a disability of some sort 
then this would seem an impossible dream.  
Simply Magical, Tearing Down Walls is a 
creation of Film-It Productions under producer 
and director Darla Rae. The focus is on a 
movement which began as a community project 
in Denver, Colorado to connect people of all 
ages who have physical and mental handicaps 
with professional and amateur actors and 
singers.  They put on original musicals that have 
drawn large audiences. 
 
      Magic Moments had its beginning 30 years 
ago and was so successful with its first show that 
it continued and today has become a local 
movement, with the desire to share it nationally.  
It makes no difference what the disability is, 
even being in a wheel chair is not a barrier, these 
performers sing, dance and act.   
 
     What is most moving is the individual 
testimonies given by participants. Several stories  
are told about what the program is doing in 
people's lives. All admit it is hard work, however 
at the same time enjoyable.  Everyone involved 
is goal motivated to do their best.  As one 
testified, “Taking advantage of the possibilities 
that God makes available.”  There is an 
overwhelming conviction that what is inside you 
is stronger than appearances.  “Being different is 
not bad, being different is an opportunity.” 
 
       The idea behind making this documentary is 
to help erase prejudices against those with 
physical and mental disabilities.  It should add to 
the awareness that these adults and children 
deserve their due to be seen as persons.  They 
are not only performers, they are creators of 
original shows with original songs and music. 
 
      This documentary was set to open in theaters 
August 22.  For more information you may also 
visit the websites below as this is a program you 
would want to have in your community. 
 
http://simplymagicaldocumentary.com 
 
http://film-itproductions.com 
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Spirit of Love 
The Mike “Stinger” Glenn Story 

A Darla Rae film from Film-It Productions 

 
       This is a true story that may at first give the 
impression that basketball is the main theme.  It 
may be because we remember Mike “Stinger”  
Glenn as an NBA star for ten years, however it is 
much deeper than that.  What makes this a 
special story is how Mike Glenn as motivated by 
the love his father Charles Glenn showed toward 
others. 
 
      Charles Glenn was a teacher and a coach.  
He had a mission in life and that was to coach 
special teams of children who were either 

partially or completely deaf or hard of hearing.  
Mike grew up in Georgia with an appreciation 
for his dad's mission and also the model of 
needing to work hard to achieve a goal.  Also as 
a boy Mike saw racism affect his family and 
even himself when he wanted to play basketball. 

Young Mike Glenn as played by Andrae 
Mayfield Colman and friends. 
        The film moves to after Mike has grown up 
and has been nationally recognized as a top 
basketball player in school and as a professional.  
He played as a point guard for the New York 
Knicks and the Atlanta Hawks and later worked 
as a color coordinator for the Hawks.   
 
     Mike Glenn established an ongoing 
basketball camp in Decatur, Georgia that takes 
place every year starting on Fathers' Day.  It has 
been going for 34 years and was the nation's first 
free basketball camp for the deaf and hard of 
hearing.  It is now co-ed and there are a few 
young people without hearing problems 
admitted so the others can learn how to relate.  
Mike wants the young people to experience the 
real world. 
 
       Former football coach Woody Hayes once 
said that football taught players about life.  
Michael Glenn proves that can be true of any 
sport when used correctly as a teaching tool and 
with basketball he brings these young people, 
both the willing and unwilling, together.  There 
are drills and competitions for the kids, most 
who have never played before.  The camp is 
“about integration, not segregation” and learning 
to work as a team.  It is not about basketball so 
much as it is about learning life lessons.  For 
sports fans there is still plenty of sports action 
and one is reminded of Facing the Giants and 
Season of Miracles.  The major difference is that 
both sexes are involved. 

Point North † Tidings Volume 11, Number 3 11



 
Mike Glenn (portrayed by himself) works 
with both the boy and girl squads with a team 
of coaches for each.  The girl's Coach Robyn 
is portrayed by Darla Rae. 
 
       There are a number of individual stories and 
the young actors do an excellent job in their 
portrayal.   As you would expect, there would be 
some high jinks and even rebellion.   Mike 
Glenn has an interesting way of handling all 
situations and one is reminded of Bill Cosby.  It 
must be added that there is a great deal of sign 
language used. 
 
        What drives Mike Glenn to do this you may 
ask.  It is partly because so many helped him in 
his career, however it is also to honor his father 
Charles Glenn who never received more than a 
“you've done a good job” statement for all his 
work with deaf boys. 
 
   The camp is still offered for free however, 
sponsorships are needed.  For information about 
that you may go on the net to 

http://spiritoflovemovie.com 
 
        This is a Film-It Productions family film 
with Darla Rae as producer and director.   She 
also has a role as a coach because of her own 
former experience as a teacher and a coach.  
Spirit of Love has already won numerous awards 
including the ICM Award from the Inspirational 
Country Music Association for Best 
Inspirational Family, Faith and Country Film.   
The film has been invited to screen in China in 
October to represent the USA.   It was released 
worldwide this past August 1 through 
IAMFLIX.COM.  Spirit of Love is available for 
free to the Deaf Community through NAD and 
the U.S. Department of Education.    

    On a more personal note we had to ask 
Darla Rae about her passion for making films 
like the two described here.  Her answer says it 
all. 
 
       My philosophy has always been from a very 
young age to help others and to inspire others 
and try to impact people's lives in a positive 
way.  This resulted out of having a mother who 
never gave up as a single teen mother in l958 
and chose life for me over life's obstacles 
including the path she was being directed to take 
which was to terminate the pregnancy.  Later I 
watched my mother doing what she could to 
help others, even if it meant baking a cake and 
selling raffle tickets and then donating to a 
charity. Those lessons combined with my faith in 
Christ and a few simple scriptures that I try very 
hard to live by, even when it’s not easy.   I feel 
called upon to make films that uplift, motivate, 
encourage and inspire.  The reason being is that 
I believe at some point in life everyone has been 
an underdog in some capacity.  I personally 
never set out to make Christian or faith based 
films.  I just wanted o make family films that 
inspire.  Mostly because I like to make films that 
I like. I like raising awareness while 
entertaining, educating and inspiring audiences.  
I want people to feel good about my movies.  I 
want them to have hope.  Two scriptures which I 
try to stay focused on are Philippians 4:13 and 
Mathew 25:40.  One of my favorite quotes is 
“Do what you can where you are with what you 
have.”  For me that means I make films that can 
impact people because that is what I have had 
put in place before me.  Another quote is one 
from a song that was written for my very first 
film which was called The Goal. The song lyrics 
say “The way you run is a reflection of the goal 
you seek” which is inspired by scripture and for 
me means, some are called to preach the Gospel, 
some are called to foreign mission fields, etc.  I 
am called to be a story teller within the media of 
film.  My mission field is the theater and family 
audiences.  If I can change a life for good in 
some capacity that inspires people to help others 
somehow, some way in a positive manner then I 
have done my job. 
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People & Places

Rhonda  Fleming  has  been  called  “a  true 
ambassador for Christ.”

       Rhonda Fleming was given a special honor 
as a beautiful inspiration garden has been named 
for  her.  The  Rhonda  Fleming  Carlson  
Inspiration Garden, located at the main entrance 
of Saint John's Health Center on Santa Monica 
Boulevard, is an integral part of the welcoming 
and soothing environment  created for  patients, 
families and visitors. The area is 255 feet long 
by 20 feet wide for a total of 5,100 square feet 
and is at a lower elevation than the other gardens 
of  the  entrance.  This  magnificent  garden  will 
feature a statue of the Blessed Mother from the 
original hospital and is easily viewed from the 
hospital's  main  entry  bridge  as  well  as  the 
garden viewing area of the John Wayne Cancer 
Centers.  The  Blessed  Mother,  honored 
throughout Saint John's, brings special care and 
concern for all those who are ill and in need of 
comfort  and  inspiration.   Rhonda  says,  “My 
prayer for all who gaze upon this garden is that 
you  will  find  comfort  in  the  beauty  of  this 
natural space.”

   Always  happy  when  we  hear  news  about 
former  pastor Rusty  Whitener  and  his  latest 
films. We had the privilege of interviewing him 
a couple years ago and covering his film Season 
of Miracles.  (Filming begins soon on the sequel 
Season of Mysteries.)  We are pleased to report 
the following.  

Rusty Whitener, left in a scene with lead star 
Jared Young (Michael) in Love Covers All

    Rusty sent us the following information on 
Love Covers All.    “What do you do when your 
faith is tested? With a distant relationship with 
his father, and his parents separation years ago, 
starting over sounds good, Michael’s hopes for 
his  new  family  couldn't  be  higher.  A routine 
business trip takes him 400 miles away on the 
eve  of  his  wife  Sarah’s  due  date,  making  the 
pressure to get home anything but routine. But 
when Michael decides to leave early, fatigue and 
car trouble strands him at night in the middle of 
nowhere—How could the night get any worse? 
Michael’s greatest fear becomes reality when he 
finds out Sarah’s in labor! In a panic, he seeks 
help from a mysterious gas station owner named 
Bob,  who's  curious  questions  about  Michael's 
faith  cause  tension.  Even  more  tension  brews 
back home, where Sarah deals with labor in the 
company  of  Judy,  her  mother-in-law.  As  the 
birth  gets  closer,  Michael's  options  grow thin, 
and  his  interaction  with  Bob  builds  to  a 
conclusion neither of them expected!”

       Love Covers All   is the second film from 
Praise  Pictures and  Writer/Director  Kyle. 
Prohaska,  The  film  features  a  talented  cast 
including newcomers Jared Young and Jennifer 
Mercurio, Rhoda Griffis (Mom's Night Out,  The 
Blind  Side),  Jason  Burkey  (October  Baby), 
Rusty  Whitener  (Lukewarm,  Season  of  
Miracles),  Rusty  Martin  Sr.  (Courageous), 
Shannen  Fields  (Facing  the  Giants),  Michael 
Joiner (The Grace Card), and Rusty Martin Jr. 

(Courageous). 
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Sandra Williams

        Though Sandra Williams is in the midst of 
making films she will be the Guest Star for Olde 
Sale  Day in  Salem,  Virginia,  September  13, 
2014.  Sponsored by the local Rotary Club, the 
event  covers  the  whole  city  with  hundreds  of 
tables  filled  with  arts  and  crafts.   Streets  are 
roped off  and Sandra will have a table set up in 
a central location.  80,000 people are expected at 
least.   Sandra will also be a guest artist in drama 
classrooms.

 Rebecca Holden

      Rebecca Holden recently received a special 
award from the United States Congress  for her 
community service  and  in  particular  in  shows 
and  hospital  visits  for  our  young  men  and 
women in service.   

Where Heaven &  Hell 
Collide    -Based on a true Story

      As a rule we only report on films that are 
either already out  or  soon to be in  theaters or 
DVD.  We make an exception this time as we 
like this project and we have covered the work 
of Greg Robbins in the past.   This is the story 
of  Jim Peters and his company and how they 
have helped 11,000 combat troops.  Heroic men 
and women who have lost limbs, sight, hearing 
and  are  left  emotionally  scarred  from  the 
battlefield.  In this feature length film we have a 
beautiful  story  of  how  Jim  nurtures  and 
encourages  troopers  to  live  life  when  most 
would have given up hope and only wish they 
had died of their wounds.  The story is told as 
Jim divulges  his  God  ordained  mission  to  his 
counselor and the audience is taken on a journey 
that  will  forever  change  lives.  The  film 
examines the struggles, heroics and lives of four 
different combat soldiers through Kim's dialogue 
with  his  counselor.   To  learn  more  about  this 
film and how you  can  help  make  it  a  reality, 
check out the following link.

www.whereheavenandhellcollide.com

     Last May  Nancy Stafford made a special 
appearance on stage to benefit the William Byrd 
Players in  Vinton,  Virginia.   It  was  a  1930's 

variety show done as a tribute to  the stars of 
film and radio in those days.  Nancy donned a 
red wig to portray Katherine Hepburn in a scene 
with Cary Grant.   Another star in the show was 
Jay  Owens.  A pastor  and  every December  in 
Roanoke,  Virginia  Jay  does  an  superb  job  as 
Scrooge in the musical version of the Dickens 
classic Scrooge.
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A Love of Westerns propels 
these folks to work for more 

family films

         This past July the 37 th annual Western Film 
Fair was held in Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
and what compels us to cover it is the Christian 
spirit  that leads these people to work for films 
and TV shows with family values and religious 
faith.

     Joyce Dewitt and Jenn Gotzon

     Joyce Dewitt and Jenn Gotzon were among 
the special guests and one of the highlights was 
a  panel  they  did  together  that  was  in  part  a 
workshop.   Though Joyce may be remembered 
best  for  Three's  Company,  she  gave  a  lot  of 
insight  into  the  business  end  of  television 
production.  Jenn made it a point to stress to a 
large  audience  the  importance  of  family  and 
Christian films and the need for more.  Earlier 
there  was  a  showing  of  Jenn's  film,  God's  
Country that was very well received.
        There was a lot of networking going on and 
one  excellent  participant  was  Lisa  Bennett  of 

Victory Television.  Lisa is responsible for seven
channels, two of which are Western and which 
gave  advance  publicity  to  this  event.   While 
there she connected with John Baldwin who has 
just developed an exciting on the net radio show 
The Baby Shug Show starring Apolonia Davalos. 
They will work together on several projects and 
combined  to interview Jenn Gozon on her now 
out film Doonby.

Carol Webster,  Jenn Gotzon, John Baldwin, 
Lisa Bennett at the Awards Banquet.

    Another  person  to  be  working  with  Lisa 
Bennett  is  singer/songwriter/author  Cindy 
Smith.   Cindy has  already had  a  special  film 
accepted by Lisa for use on one of her channels. 

Lisa Smith revealing her acting ability when 
Barney  Fife  (Ronnie  Felker)  shows  her  his 
special bullet.  Ronnie and Wife Elease put on 
special  comedy  programs  as  Barney  and 
Thelma  Lou  for  churches  with  religious 
messages.  

         There were a number of interesting panels 
and musical events, however very vital  was  the 
sessions with individual guest stars. 
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Carolyn Eichelman, Johnny Crawford, Carol 
Webster.

        One guest who was an example of the care 
taken  by  stars  for  attendees  was  Johnny 
Crawford.  Though  people  think  first  of  The 
Rifleman when they hear his name, he has been 
in practically every Western that has been on TV. 
However,  in  recent  years  Johnny  has  been  a 
headliner  as  a  singer  and  band  leader  which 
specializes  in  the  great  swing  music  of  the 
thirties.   He  has  a  special  concern  about   the 
good  music  no  longer  taught  in  schools  and 
today's music too much reflecting the decline in 
musical tastes.  We must say that we did meet 
many outstanding musicians at this event.
       One, Linda Purl, is well known for her years 
on Happy Days and the first season of Matlock, 
however she has now become a headline singer.

      Linda Purl

We have  a  planned interview coming up  with 
Linda and you may want to  check out this link. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s27E6ZijLe8

        There was a great deal of interest shown in 
the Short Film Contest and you will be hearing 
more  about  that  in  the  future.  A  wonderful 
opportunity for film makers of all ages. 

Yes,  there  were   attendees  who  dressed  as 
cowboys.   Names  will  not  be  given  here  to 
protect the innocent. 

    The first  two guests signed for next  year's 
event  July  8-11  2015  were  announced  at  the 
banquet. Nancy Stafford who will be returning 
and Lee Meriwether.  That will also be when the 
top film entries  will  be  shown from the Short 
Film contest and awards will be presented at the 

banquet.      

Nancy Stafford
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